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Abstract:

This study presents a conceptual framing of the issue of naturalization in
Western countries within the context of contemporary transformations. It then
surveys and examines the opinions of jurists on the matter in light of maqasid-
based principles. The study concludes that naturalization is subject to multiple
legal rulings: it is deemed prohibited if it leads to religious trial or undermines
one’s faith; it is permissible if the Muslim’s religion is secure and if necessity or
a need tantamount to necessity calls for it; it is also permissible for those who
acquire citizenship by birth; and it may be considered recommended if it serves
the interests of Islam and Muslims.

The research adopts an analytical and foundational methodology that integrates
jurisprudence of context (figh al-wagi ) with jurisprudence of textual evidence
(figh al-nass), taking into account the consequences of actions and the higher
objectives of Islamic law in preserving religion, life, lineage, intellect, and
property. It balances benefits and harms in accordance with the principle of
contextual determination (takgig al-manat) specific to each case. The study
further distinguishes between immutable doctrinal constants, which admit no
compromise, and juristic variables that allow broader interpretive consideration
depending on time, place, and circumstances. In doing so, it seeks to provide a
sound juristic treatment of the issue of naturalization—one that acknowledges
the complexities of the contemporary Western context and establishes a
disciplined ruling aligned with the objectives of Shari‘ah, promoting positive

integration without compromising religious identity.
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