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“The Doctrinal Maqasid in the Ash¢ari School and Their Role in Upholding
Doctrinal Constants and Preserving Them from Change in the Diaspora”
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Abstract:

Creed (‘Agidah) constitutes the foundation of the pillars of Islam, upon which
the remaining pillars are built. This creed encompasses multiple objectives
(magasid), whose significance is profound in the life of a Muslim in general,
and particularly for those living in diaspora contexts. These objectives
contribute to deepening one’s understanding of the inner meanings and wisdom
of creed, reinforcing the doctrinal constants that one has learned, and
safeguarding them from alteration, distortion, or substitution. They also assist
Muslims in defending their beliefs and responding to doubts and misconceptions
raised against them. Thus, those who believe increase in faith and remain free
from doubt regarding the doctrinal matters they have learned.

This study seeks to elucidate some of these objectives for Muslims living in
diaspora settings in particular, drawing upon the Ash‘arite School, which has
devoted special attention to these objectives.

Keywords:
Magqasid — Doctrinal Objectives — Constants — Variables — Diaspora Contexts.
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