dualomss o= gl
JaiLal I-_'—‘-.“'-I-‘TJllP_,T ILLS A " IBNAL-ARABICENTER
Uildlq addll ju sainall LLES

2oz eyl B Lozl g bl odall gl 55l Baakn, ol i joihes jali Sac
(2026) (2 a0)) ;551allg daal) (yas moinel) 1ahind yioleg Cpudhindis pajall (1) 152 0 0 35050

; : A g
Date of Manuscript ) e e L 2 pda¥) &)
e P SUS U5 oy pmll 4dd § o3 g anLtly B9 prially J¥ i 2026/01/01
01/01/2026 R, .. . T P B
Date of Acceptance Otedud | oS Adiodat 7 3Lel an Lo Gyl Leasgas 1ol yidl ALty B9 puad| 2026/02/10
Notification: .
10/02/2026 gl e o 53 LaN e 55aSull —"Apaduyl I 755

“Necessity and Legitimate Need: Their Limits and Distinctions with Practical Examples
for Muslims Living Outside Islamic Countries” — by Dr. Abdelkader Ben Ali Ahnout
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Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of reasoning by necessity and legitimate need and
its impact on the jurisprudence of Muslims living in non-Islamic countries,
through a descriptive-analytical reading of the book Necessity and Legitimate
Need: Their Limits and Distinctions with Practical Examples for Muslims Living
Outside Islamic Countries by Dr. Abdelkader Ben Ali Ahnout. The research aims
to highlight the foundational principles and objectives underpinning this type of
reasoning, uncover its methodological guidelines as set by the author, and clarify
the distinction between necessity and legitimate need in terms of their scope and
hierarchy, as well as their influence on modifying or easing legal rulings. The
study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and examines the practical
cases presented by the author to illustrate how necessity and legitimate need are
applied in contemporary ijtihad. The author concludes that a significant aspect
of figh in the diaspora relies on objective purposive reasoning that respects the
overarching principles of Sharia, such as facilitation, removal of hardship, and
prevention of harm, without compromising core religious tenets or excessively
relying on concessions without valid evidence. The study also emphasizes the
author’s warning that conflating necessity and legitimate need is one of the main
causes of disorder in contemporary fatwas, and that their respective applications
must be carefully distinguished to ensure proper reasoning and rulings,
especially concerning issues faced by Muslim minorities in the diaspora.

Keywords: Figh al-Mahjar; Contemporary Legal Issues; Maqasid al-Sharia; Muslim
Communities
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