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Abstract:

This study examines the contemporary challenges facing Muslim minorities in Western
societies, where Figh al-Mahjar (Minority Figh) represents a methodological response to the
interaction between immutable Shari‘ah principles and changing social realities. The research
is grounded in the premise that addressing the complexities of Muslim existence in non-
Muslim environments requires the development of flexible ijtihad-based mechanisms capable
of accommodating the intricacies of modern contexts without compromising foundational
Islamic principles. It further highlights the legal, institutional, and cultural challenges that
hinder positive integration, through a critical analysis of Western legislative policies and their
compatibility with Islamic religious practices.

The theoretical contribution of the study lies in reformulating the methodological

framework for addressing minority issues through six core axes:

o  Shifting from textual literalism to maqasid (higher objectives) as an
interpretive reference framework

e  Transforming necessity (dariirah) from an exceptional state into a foundational
principle

e Reconceptualizing social custom (‘urf) as a dynamic source of legislation

e Deconstructing rigid madhhab boundaries in favor of integrative ijtihad

e Adopting gradualism as an applied strategic approach

« Anticipating consequences (ma alat) as an evaluative criterion

At the applied level, the study offers normative practical models in the fields of worship
and transactions, demonstrating the shift from abstract theorization to contextual
implementation. It concludes with institutional recommendations aimed at strengthening
cooperation among fatwa councils and developing integrative educational curricula, seeking

to construct a model of coexistence that balances religious identity with active citizenship.

Keywords: Muslim minorities in the West; maqasid-based ijtihad; cultural integration;

juristic reasoning; Shar1 ah adaptation; contemporary context.
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